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Rhetorical Analysis of “I have a Dream Speech by Martin Luther King Jr”.


I have a dream speech is one of the most famous speeches in the American history. According to Hansen, it is very critical because it marked a defining moment for all African Americans in the US (23). It was delivered by Martin Luther King Jr. who is well known for being an activist and a leading advocate for the rights of the minority. He belonged to the marginalized black community and thus could relate with many of the huddles the community went through in trying to access equality both in terms of treatment and opportunities. Having gone to school and interacted with people from different backgrounds, he was determined to change the notion that the black people were inferior in all aspects when compared to the whites, hence warranting the kind of discrimination and inhumane treatment that they were subjected to. As such, he used his powerful rhetoric to persuade and inspire people to change their perspective about humanity and find logic in unity and togetherness. 

Martin Luther King Jr’s speech was very candid and free-spoken. As indicated in many readings, it was inspired by his own ideology that man was equal and unique in his own special ways. According to the activist, the differences among mankind only serve to present diversity which is very crucial for purposes of coexistence. As such, every human being, even though we might belong to different background is of great value and exists for a purpose. This distinctive view about mankind informed Martin’s dream of a bright future where everyone including the Whites and Black Americans will be treated as equals. They will actually share space in the same society as well as build a strong nation that is void of discrimination of any kind. Sharing in this dream was the only sure way of achieving world peace, happiness and prosperity. 

Perhaps what is interesting about this text is the manner in which the speaker used rhetoric to persuade and inspire hope. This is clearly demonstrated by his powerful use of pathos, ethos and logos to add charm to his speech, making it appealing to his African American audience. First of all, as indicated earlier, the main objective of the speech was to condemn racism and inspire equality. It was delivered at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington DC on August 28, 1963. 

There is extensive use of ethos to establish credibility. For instance, Martin began his speech by expressing his joy for having joined what will go down the history of the country as the greatest demonstration for freedom. The speaker is well acquainted with history hence inspiring hope as well as demonstrating credibility. For instance, parts of the speech states, “Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand today, signed the Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves who had been seared in the flames of withering injustice. . . .” (Hansen 16). This is the ethos part of the speech as it illustrates how despite the actions of Lincoln intending to inspire hope, none of what was written down and agreed was followed. 

Pathos on the other hand was used by the speaker to connect with the emotions of his listeners. Part of his speech states, “Now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice” (Hansen 16). He goes ahead to state, “Now is the time to lift our nation from the quicksands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood. Now is the time to make justice a reality for all of God’s children” (Hansen 16). All these statement speak to the inner person with the intension of eliciting passion. Apparently, this was the objective of Martin all along. He wanted people to own his ideologies so as to comprehend the purpose of the struggle. 

The last technique was the use of the logos appeal. With this one, Hansen notes that Martin demonstrated great comprehension of strong logic which is clarified at several points in his speech (Hansen 21). For instance, at some point he states, “I am not unmindful that some of you have come here out of great trials and tribulations” (Hansen 17). Through this and other similar statements, he manages to connect with his immediate audience (Black Americans) who have suffered in the quest for racial equality.  By so doing, he is able to use reason to construct a strong argument which is conveyed through embodied rational, logical, methodical thoughts and persuasions. 

In conclusion therefore, I have a dream is an outright masterpiece that is bound to stick around for a long time. It is really fascinating to note how the speaker manages to mix all the three appeals; pathos, ethos and logos to put forth a strong argument that thousands of his listeners were able to buy into. His prowess in using these appeals elevate him as one of the best speakers of all time. 
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